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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — BUS ROUTE 401 — WEST LEEDERVILLE 
Grievance 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [9.35 am]: My grievance to the Minister for Transport is about bus 
route 401. In particular, it relates to the impact to local residents living in the northern section of 
West Leederville, particularly those living near Lake Monger Drive, caused by the removal of the 401 bus 
service, which used to drive along Ruislip Street, Northwood Street and Vincent Street West, taking passengers 
into the city.  
I will outline the basis of this grievance and I will offer a proposed solution for the minister to consider. The 
background to this grievance relates specifically to the removal of the 401 bus service from the West Leederville 
area. I act on behalf of one of my constituents, Mrs Antonia Van Rullen, who lives in West Leederville. 
Mrs Van  Rullen has both written to and met me in my office and I have visited the former 401 bus route, which 
no longer services residents of West Leederville along Ruislip Street, Northwood Street and Vincent Street West. 
Mrs Van Rullen has also presented me with a list of 58 names and signatures of people wishing to have a bus 
service reinstated for this area. Mrs Van Rullen is concerned because the only bus services currently available to 
the people living in the northern sections of West Leederville are those buses that travel along Cambridge Street. 
The distances some people have to walk to catch a bus presents a challenge. The removal of bus route 401 poses 
a particular problem for those residents of Mercy retirement village on Ruislip Street. It is particularly difficult 
for elderly people, some with disabilities, to walk a relatively long distance over hilly terrain.   
I have analysed the current bus routes that bypass the section of West Leederville in question and I believe a 
solution does exist. Bus route numbers 83 and 92 currently travel north to south along Harborne Street turning 
east into Cambridge Street, and travelling along Cambridge Street towards the city. One of these bus routes, 
either 83 or 92, could be diverted from Harborne Street by turning east into Ruislip Street. From here, it could 
take up much of the old 401 bus route along Ruislip Street, Northwood Street and Vincent Street West. It could 
then turn south into Kimberley Street and then east into Cambridge Street, putting it back on to its existing route 
to the city. This would also mean that a bus would travel past Kimberley Residential Aged Care allowing greater 
access to this facility.  

This solution will have a minimal impact on existing bus users and will satisfy the need to have a bus service 
operate through the northern section of West Leederville. I say that it will have minimal impact because taking 
either the number 83 or 92 bus service away from the last section of Harborne Street prior to these buses turning 
east into Cambridge Street still leaves one of the bus services available for that section.  

The SPEAKER: Order! There are a lot of private conversations. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Plus people only need to walk one block to Cambridge Street where they can also 
catch one of the other three bus services travelling this section. All these bus services terminate at the Wellington 
Street bus station in the city.   

I ask that the Minister for Transport please consider diverting bus route number 83 or 92 so that it turns off 
Harborne Street and travels through West Leederville along Ruislip Street, Northwood Street, Vincent Street 
West and Kimberley Street allowing greater access to public transport for those residents who find it difficult to 
walk — 

The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. The member for Eyre! Right. Thank you.  

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: — for those residents who find it difficult to walk through the hilly terrain of West 
Leederville to Cambridge Street. Thank you.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.39 am]: I thank the member for Churchlands for 
raising this grievance. As I review the maps, I am aware of the area to which the member referred around Ruislip 
Street and MercyCare’s retirement village, which was the final home of the late Barry Blaikie, the former 
member for Vasse. I visited him and his wife, Betty, a few times, so I am well aware of the terrain in that area 
and along the back of the beautiful Catherine McAuley Daycare Centre and the old Benedictine building in West 
Leederville.  

Transperth and the Public Transport Authority are under pressure to make every bus service kilometre count. 
During 2011 and into 2012, they formed the view that there was pressure on buses using Cambridge Street. 
Clearly, it is a popular, direct route into the city. In the first instance, they often look at bus routes serving 
surrounding areas to understand if they can redirect some of that transportation effort into areas of high demand. 
They formed a view on that basis that the old 401 route that used to service this area through West Leederville 
could be rerouted and given a new name or number, and that is effectively what has happened. I should point out 
that before they did that, some consultation occurred last year at the Floreat Forum shopping centre on a 
Thursday evening in October and on a Saturday morning, and then at the Wellington Street bus station. They 
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endeavoured to contact people. However, it is often the case that until the service is withdrawn or altered, people 
do not understand how it will impact upon them, and I understand the issues raised. 

The proposition put forward by the member sounds entirely doable. I ask that the member’s constituent with the 
list of 51 names provide those details to us and we will make a point of contacting those people and do a little 
more consultation with the West Leederville community. It is quite a tightly-bound community, at least 
physically, because it has Lake Monger on the north side, and Cambridge Street, Harborne Street and the 
freeway on the other sides—it is a nice area but an easily defined area physically.  

Without giving an absolute commitment, we will conduct more inquiries to understand what we can do to 
address the problem. I accept the member’s argument that either a diversion of the 83 or 92 route is a relatively 
small diversion, and it does not take those buses off a big section of Cambridge Street—it is effectively the 
section between Harborne Street and Kimberley Street. I am happy to have a look at the matter and if the 
demand is there, we can look at making those changes, which would keep the member’s constituent comfortable 
and the people who may use the service happy. As a first step, it is important that we try to understand the 
demand in that area. I am not being critical of the PTA’s public engagement process nor the right of the 
member’s constituent to raise the issue. Often, it is not until the day the bus stop disappears and the bus stops 
running that people realise it was a good service to have. I am happy to look at the matter and I thank the 
member for raising it.  
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